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Print on Demand ***** After the New York Times reported that
the National Security Agency (NSA) was conducting a secret
Terrorist Surveillance Program (TSP), a national debate
emerged about whether the program was subject to the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA), whether the
Administration needed additional authority to continue the
program, and how and whether Congress should oversee the
program. The TSP involved surveillance without a warrant or
court order under FISA of international communications of
persons within the United States, where one party to the
communication is believed to be a member of al Qaeda,
affiliated with al Qaeda, a member of an organization
affiliated with al Qaeda, or working in support of al Qaeda.
The Bush Administration asserted constitutional and statutory
support for its program. While describing electronic
surveillance under FISA as a valuable tool in combating
terrorism, the Administration argued that it lacked the speed
and agility to deal with such terrorists or terrorist groups. In a
January 17, 2007, letter to Chairman Leahy and Senator
Specter of the Senate Judiciary Committee, Attorney General
Gonzales advised them that, on...
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