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Groups: Read Before the Section on Vital Statistics, American Public Health Association, Colorado Springs,
September, 1913 Particular interest has been concentrated, during the last decade, on the mortality at the
higher age groups. The unfavorable changes which have been observed in the death-rates at these ages are in
striking contrast to the conditions at the younger ages, where, during the last fifty years, marked improvements
have occurred in both sexes. This contrast has occasioned much comment from sanitarians, the medical
profession, and especially from insurance executives, who, as you can well understand, are deeply concerned
with the vast possibilities of checking losses from premature mortality. The interest of the community, however,
is paramount to all others in view of the great value to it of each adult, not only in economic terms, but also in
the larger social aspects which are involved in the serious disturbances to family life resulting from the death of
a parent or a wage earner. A very significant contribution to the discussion of the subject is the report of Dr.
Irving Fisher of the Committee of One Hundred on National Health. In this report, Doctor Fisher pointed out that
the causes of death which predominate at the higher age groups were preventable to a degree, and that, if the
diseases and conditions involved were controlled to the extent of the facilities of modern medicine and sanitary
science, there would be added to the expectation of life at least one and one-half years at age 45. This judgment
of Doctor Fisher is extremely conservative in view of the fact that his estimates did...
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