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Monacelli Press, United States, 2009. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 286 x 226 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book. Skidmore, Owings Merrill, founded in 1936, is one of the largest and most influential architecture
firms in the world. SOM has long been known for innovation, experimentation, design excellence, and technical
mastery, for an abiding interest in the contributions that buildings can make to the life of cities, and for a
collaborative approach that extends to all aspects of the design and construction processes. This volume, which
presents work from the 1960 s and early 1970 s, reproduces a monograph first published in 1974. Since the early
1950 s, SOM has ranked among the leading architectural oCices in the United States. Buildings such as the
oCice skyscraper of the Lever Brothers Company or the administrative building of the Connecticut General Life
Insurance Company have exerted a decisive influence on the history of postwar architecture and have, both by
their form and their construction, pointed the way in new directions. SOM has proved that even an enterprise
which at present comprises about 1,000 members is able, by teamwork and dedication, to produce results
which are equal to those of the great individualists of modern architecture. This book is dedicated to SOM s
most recent work. The gradual move away from the ideas of the 1950 s, a period which was entirely
characterized by the International Style, has not, as was sometimes feared, resulted in a decrease but rather in
an increase in architectural quality. To the continued almost unsurpassable technical and organizational
discipline has now been added an astonishingly varied form-language. Of those who are moving in completely
new directions we should mention, above all, Walter Netsch in Chicago and Edward Bassett in San Francisco.
Netsch developed a multi-axial ground-plan geometry which...
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