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sional conduct and competency is vital to the future success of
VA healthcare. Because of this, VA strongly opposes H. R. 4089,
which would make matters relating to direct patient care,
matters relat-ing to clinical competence, clinical healthcare
providers subject to collective bargaining. We believe the
current restriction on collec-tive bargaining rights is a sound
compromise between the VAs mission to serve Americas
veterans with the honor and care they deserve and the
interests of Title 38 physicians, dentists and nurses in
bargaining over conditions of their employment. | cannot
overstate how important it is to continue to allow those
responsible for the care and safety of our veterans to establish
standards for professional conduct and competency at our
hospitals and clinics. The VA very much believes that this
proposed legisla-tion should not become law. Finally, VA also
has serious concerns about H. R. 4463, which would mandate
State licensure...
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