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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****Excerpt from Personalism Early in the last century, M. Comte, the
founder of French positivism, set forth his famous doctrine of the three stages of human thought. Man begins,
he said, in the theological stage, when all phenomena are referred to wills, either in things or beyond them.
After a while, through the discovery of law, the element of caprice and arbitrariness, and thus of will, is ruled
out, and men pass to the second, or metaphysical stage. Here they explain phenomena by abstract conceptions
of being, substance, cause, and the like. But these metaphysical conceptions are really only the ghosts of the
earlier theological notions, and disappear upon criticism. When this is seen, thought passes into the third and
last stage of development, the positive stage. Here men give up all inquiry into metaphysics as bootless, and
content themselves with discovering and registering the uniformities of coexistence and sequence among
phenomena. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books.
Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections
present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may
be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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