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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1907 Excerpt: . . . CHAPTER XII. Drink, drink, drink! It is the echo of the dungeon walls; the blight of
each abandoned home, the dirge of manhood fallen, lost in oblivion, and the requiem chanted over millions
who have gone to unhonored graves following hopes and dreams of love, fame, ambition, and honored
service, long since buried deeper than clods of the valley could ever cover them. Dear Friend: You have asked
me for this story--1 am going to tell you of my childhood days. To me it is a tender recollection. Bittersweet and
purple wild grapes garland it as it hangs upon memorys wall, and all about it lingers the sweet fragrance of
violets and woodland, blending with the melody of the brown thrush and whip-poor-will chanting their evening
songs of praise. How well | remember the old schoolhouse near to my country home. It stood but a stones
throw from the public highway, shaded by the gnarled giants of the forest, and almost embowered by wild
vines pending from their strong branches in festoons of beauty, swaying back and forth with every breeze. |
remember as if it were but yesterday how often | used to watch their flitting shadows creeping over the
schoolroom floor, and listen to the rustling of their leaves as the wind stole in and out among them. We were a
happy band--unconventional and democratic. It may be some of us had our dreams of the great world lying
just outside our own,...
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