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Vicinity in Pioneer Times The question has o en been asked, what this country looked like in early days.
Inasmuch as I was one of the early settlers, I thought I would give you some idea of it. I came into this country,
or into Hudson, township, the 10th day of May, 1804. At that time this country was an unbroken wilderness, filled
up with wild men and wild animals. Probably forty Indians to one white man. They were very friendly and
peaceable. There were three tribes that inhabited this section of country - the Senecas, the Taways, the
Chippeways. They appeared to live very friendly with each other as tribes. They had their hunting grounds all
bounded, so that each tribe know their bounds as well as you would know your farm. The Seneca Chief s name
was John Bigson. He was, I should think, a little short of six feet tall, of a stout, muscular frame, and keen black
eyes, and a well proportioned man; had a stern look, and what he said was law with his tribe. He scarcely ever
smiled, and I think he was perfectly honest, and what he said he meant. If he promised you anything, you might
be sure of it, and if any of the rest promised anything, they had to be as good as their word. And if you
promised them anything, they looked for it with as much grace, and if you lied to them, they would never forget
it. The Taway Chief s name was Stignish. He was a very pleasant looking man, and honor and...
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