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But our text-books and our lectures are necessarily conservative and dispose us strongly to the notion of fixity
of facts, making our minds statical in conception. I would like to dispel, in a measure, this retarding conception
by telling you something of the ways in which gi ed and trained minds have enriched the medical sciences by
significant discoveries. And of the qualities underlying such discoveries I would emphasize especially the role of
imagination and idealism. The fine humanitarian aim of medicine always has been and always will be one of
the features that make men love to practice the art. And the idealism that delights in the relief of human
su ering and disability will remain alive so long as the healing art itself. But we must not blind ourselves to the
fact that this very attitude of eager desire to help our fellows in distress is a source of weakness as well as a
pillar of strength. For he who would answer the calls of the sick must resort to direct methods and must
generally tread the paths of the obvious. He has not time to turn aside to the indirect ways of winning the
citadel, nor, indeed, is he likely to be in that frame of mind which urges to such an approach; he is preoccupied
with the crying needs of the su ering or dying man committed to his charge. Yet it is growing every day clearer
that the progress of the medical sciences depends in a remarkable degree on discoveries made by indirect
methods - that is, by methods not looking to the immediate relief of...
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